Lily Piecora- Self Evaluation 


	This quarter was a perfect opportunity to explore my artistic creativity, gain new vital knowledge regarding the impacts of our clothing industry while strengthening and expanding my connections in the community. In the rest of my studies through college I have mostly studied the food industry. This all began by taking the moment to stop and think about what exactly I was eating and what implications the entire process had on humanity. Every day I am putting on clothes without thinking about what implications my t-shirt had. This is what I investigated, the human rights issues, environmental impact, economic causes and political ecology of the colors we wear every day. Our clothing is agriculture, then through intensive processing becomes a product, just as our food system has become. So, this transition to studying the clothing industry was natural and I believe essential. 
I set out to become well versed in natural dye techniques and can confidently say this was accomplished, but there will always be more to learn. Over the past 10 weeks I made at least 50 dye baths, created over 100 shades of color on 15 different types of fiber. I experimented with different processes in scouring, mordants and pigment extraction. I learned a great deal about the technical and scientific process of dyeing as well. I attended 6 different workshops, which allowed me to learn a wide variety of techniques and the different relationships people had with the process, politics, history and culture of natural dyes. 
The historical context of the pigment industry was extremely important through all my work. Every plant I worked with and process I explored was discovered and passed down by a different person, a different culture, across the globe. While this should be celebrated and continued, it should not be done without acknowledging the immense human rights injustices that were committed in the past and currently. I spent a great deal of time researching the current human rights issues and environmental impacts. I read over 30 articles on the clothing and pigment industry specifically and studied and wrote profiles for most of the plants or insects I made dye from. 
  Most all my projects I documented through photography, which allowed me to sharpen my photography skills and provided a refreshing and invigorating form of artistic expression. My favorite projects and photos were posted to my WordPress E-portfolio. The E-portfolio was an important part of my learning contract, not only because I needed to document my work throughout the quarter, because it gave me good basic understanding of WordPress and blogging. As the presence of media grows in most industries this is clearly an important professional tool and feel proud with the content I created.  
In my objectives it states that I would be gathering my supplies from sustainable sources, including community gardens, food banks, farms, thrift stores, local donations and small businesses. While most of my sources were small school gardens where I used their unusable or extra produce, I also got avocado pits from Chipotle and onion skins from Jays Farm stand. I also collected my own food waste and foraged. As I read and discovered more about food and fabric waste globally, visually and physically connecting the two issues through sustainable creations was fulfilling and impactful. This could be a large-scale creative solution if followed through. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I also studied abroad in Oaxaca, Mexico for 2 weeks where I got to immerse myself in the culture, experience Dia De los Muertos and learn a great deal about natural dyes. I attended multiple workshops here and in total created 17 different colors on locally farmed and processed wool. I visited textile museums and cooperatives of weavers and dyers. I learned from young and old natural dyers about the historical context of important insects and plants in the state of Oaxaca and the indigenous people that have lived there for hundreds of years. 

Overall, I learned a great deal about the human rights injustices and environmental impacts of the clothing industry. But I also learned a great deal about the sustainable alternatives that exist and about the businesses and individuals supporting and practicing this. The natural dye industry was once the driver of economies and culture and with more awareness of the implications of synthetic fibers and the labor industry of fast fashion the natural dye industry is at a pivotal point. This last 10 weeks I can confidently say I achieved the goals I set out to accomplish. But I also discovered some aspects I did not expect. I discovered that presenting overwhelming ideas through creativity, art and beauty drew people into the conversation. It created a way for us to have discussions that could have been dark and incomprehensible.  But through colors and textures, bubbling pots and sheer subtle fabrics, the subjects of environmental degradation and wasted resources seemed less unattainable. When holding an upcycled piece of fabric dyed with food waste, in a way they are holding a solution, no matter how small. And through this I believe people can become empowered, passionate and hopeful. 

	


	
	
	



