MES gCORE - Quantitative Field Data Assignment – Due Tuesday, October 25 (Week 5)

Field Trip to H. J. A. Long Term Ecological Research Site - 10/13-15/2011

During the program field trip to the HJA, you each collected field data for an upcoming Thinning Experiment at the Andrews.  The purposes of this assignment are threefold:  to give Mark accurate electronic versions of the data you collected, to help you better understand how long term data are archived and documented (in hopes that you will be able to use such data), and to help you better manage and report your own data in preparation for future work.
First, go to the Andrews web site, and study at least one of the data sets archived there.  To download the data, you will need to register as a user.  The data set discussed in class is CF002.  If working with archived ecology data is new to you, it you might choose that data set to look at.  

Secondly, please answer the following questions, in your own words, in a word document:

1. With whom did you work on the field data? 

2. What was your objective, i.e., what data did you collect?  

3. Where did you do the field work?

4. When did you complete the work?  Include possibly relevant observations, such as weather.
5. Why were you collecting these data?  What were the overall goals of the study?
6. How did you collect the data?  What protocols did you use; what instruments did you use?  Do you suspect that there might be inaccuracies in the data collection or recording?  If so, say what these might be.
Thirdly, once you have the above overall observations, you are ready to begin transcribing the data to a spreadsheet, and document those data using the recommended metadata protocols.
For your data spreadsheet, you will transcribe the headers from the data intake forms that Mark supplied and that your group filled in.  If you have two kinds of ‘tables’ (aka “entities”), then you should create two separate worksheets in your spreadsheet.  Note that you probably did not fill in all columns for the spreadsheet when you were in the field.  Even if they are empty, you should recreate the worksheet exactly as you see it on the intake form.  

Then, create one metadata worksheet per data worksheet, which you model after those you see on the web site. You should name the worksheet entity metadata should be named exactly as your spreadsheet file, and should look like one of the metadata descriptions you see on the Andrews site, e.g.,http://andrewsforest.oregonstate.edu/data/attributes.cfm?dbcode=CF002&entnum=1&topnav=135 
Your spreadsheet file should be named as per the name of the data intake form with you last name appended (e.g., L402A-understory-Plot 1-yourLastName.

Fourthly, when you have finished steps 1-3 (and emailed your individual word document and spreadsheet to your seminar faculty – or uploaded to the moodle in the place provided), meet with the other students on your team, and do some “QA/QC” (quality assurance/quality control).  For the QA piece, decide how you are going to control the quality of what you send to Mark.  Write this down.  Then, compare your spreadsheets and find any discrepancies.  Come up with one spreadsheet per group that is your best guess as to the correct transcription.  If you think there might be errors in the data, add a comment field to the appropriate worksheet or data row(s).   

Add a new first worksheet in the spreadsheet and paste your QA procedure into it. include here names of all team members who prepared spreadsheets.   Name your spreadsheet as above, but do not add your names, e.g., L402A-understory-Plot 1, and email it to Judy.
