Ecological and Social Sustainability (ESS)
Winter Quarter, 2012
Advancement to MES candidacy is based, in part, on your demonstrating the ability to design and execute a scholarly research paper and effectively communicate research results in an oral presentation. The candidacy paper – a paper of professional quality – is the major writing task winter quarter. The distinguishing feature of professional-level work is that it is worthy of attention by a significant audience larger than your peers and faculty seminar leader.  Your candidacy paper will demonstrate your skills, ideas and understanding of a topic that you are intellectually curious about and interested in.  
The research paper refines and evaluates your ability to identify a subject of interest; define a researchable thesis about the topic; complete research in a comprehensive and timely manner; write up your findings in a literate and concise report; and present your findings in a public presentation.

ESS Assignment For Winter Break:  Due Thurs. Jan. 12:
Your assignment for the holiday break is to think carefully about a topic for your candidacy research paper.  We want you to arrive at the beginning of winter quarter with a ONE page statement of 1) your selected topic; 2) a tentative title for the research paper; and 3) research questions and or a formal thesis statement.  A second page should: 4) list reference sources you have identified over the break.  
There is wide latitude in topic selection, but your research paper topic should be related to one of the themes of the ESS program (ecological resilience, models and interventions, marine productivity, fisheries, climate change, energy, environmental economics, land management policy).  Of course, these topics are exceptionally broad and inclusive of virtually all environmental issues, but if you have an interest clearly outside these areas, run the topic by one of the ESS faculty. Be sure to choose a topic you are interested in.  Experience demonstrates that there is no real advantage to choosing a topic you already know a lot about (this results in a mechanistic and uninspired research paper).  
Probably the biggest danger in this paper is trying to deal with a problem that is too big or broad.  The research paper is expected to be between 12 and 15 pages of text, excluding the title page, bibliography, graphics, photographs, etc.  Quality of analysis is far more important than the bulk of pages.  A key to success is narrowing your scope and finding an interesting aspect of the topic to explore in your research.  That is why it is vital you identify your topic during the break, and complete some preliminary research.  You only have 8 weeks to complete the project, once the quarter starts.  Our expectation for the research project is that it be based on what has already been published on the subject, so typically, you will not complete original research or collect data.  You will use published source material, most of which should be from refereed sources.  Exercise diligence and ingenuity in finding what others have said about your topic, and we expect you to explain and defend the varieties of evidence you use in your analysis and conclusions.  
ESS Assignment For Winter Break:  Due Tues. Jan. 10:
Because much of the success of your candidacy paper depends on your ability to express yourself well in writing, we want you to complete a writing self assessment over the break.  This self assessment is to help you identify progress in your writing fall quarter, as well as identify areas where you should focus attention winter quarter.  
To complete this one-page assessment, you will need your gCORE portfolio.  Please look back at your writing from fall quarter, and answer the following questions (100 words or less for each):  
1. What was the biggest hurdle you faced in writing the one-page seminar papers?  
2. What was the biggest hurdle you faced in writing the three research papers?  
3. Do you see any recurring technical (e.g., grammar, typographical errors, spelling) problems as you look over your portfolio?
4. Do you see any recurring stylistic (e.g., paper organization, sentence structure) problems as you look over your portfolio?
5. What was the major improvement or accomplishment you saw in your writing fall quarter?

Finally, in 250 words or less say what you think it means to write at the graduate level, and the ways in which you yourself are (or not) writing at the graduate level.  

Probe (:  A key aspect of writing at the undergraduate level is description, while writing at the graduate level requires a great deal more analysis and synthesis, including asking good questions (critical thinking), evaluation of others’ work, and data analysis.  
Remember that the Evergreen Writing Center is available to you for help in writing;  if you had difficulty in writing fall quarter, you should start working with the writing center early in the quarter!
