
DESCRIPTION:
Faculty: Judy Cushing, Ph.D., Martha Henderson, Ph.D., and Carri LeRoy, Ph.D.
As the first core program for Evergreen’s Graduate Program on the Environment, gCORE aimed to facilitate student success in the Master of Environmental Studies (MES) program and at Evergreen, fostering student initiative and responsibility for their own learning, and orienting them to interdisciplinary problem solving. gCORE focused on the Pacific Northwest and its unique environmental issues: regional dynamics, environmental history, physical characteristics, and ecological relationships. Skill building included library and qualitative research skills, writing, oral presentation to small and large groups, and information technology (web design, citation management).  Students were expected to attend two 4-hour classes per week, attend two field trips (an afternoon to learn about and conduct prairie restoration at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, and three days at the HJ Andrews Long-Term Ecological Research Site in Blue River OR where they learned about ecological observatories, and collected and recorded field data); participate in workshops, seminars, and discussions; write nine one-page papers on weekly readings; complete two research papers (one on environmental history and the other on either climate change or public perspectives on science). In addition, students participated in a qualitative research project on local attitudes about climate change, helping to devise interview questions; completing, transcribing, and analyzing an interview with a local resident; working with 5 or 6 other students to synthesize results about similar respondents, and presenting their work in an oral presentation.  Students also completed midterm and final examinations, and organized their own work into a portfolio that included all written work from the quarter.  Readings included:  Atwood’s Chaining Oregon, Jackson & Kimerling’s Atlas of the Pacific Northwest, Goble & Hirt’s Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Luoma’s The Hidden Forest, Worster’s Nature’s Economy, selections from Petersen’s River of Life, Channel of Death, Crosby’s Children of the Sun, and The Washignton Climate Change Impacts Assessment, and additional articles by Battin et al. (2007), Bachelet et al. (2011), Maibach (2009), and Cone & Winters (2011).
GRADUATE LEVEL CREDIT
SUGGESTED COURSE EQUIVALENCIES (in quarter hours) TOTAL:  8

4 – The Geography and Environment of the Pacific Northwest 
4 – Environmental History and Contemporary Environmental Issues  







