OUTREACH NOTICE

 Caribou-Targhee National Forest

Forest Fish Biologist, GS-0482-12
Idaho Falls, ID
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The Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Headquarters Office will soon advertise a vacancy announcement for a Forest Fish Biologist, GS-0482-12.  This notification is being circulated to inform prospective applicants of this upcoming opportunity and to determine interest in the position. A vacancy announcement for this position is expected to be posted in USAJOBS around August 2013.

POSITION:  The Caribou-Targhee NF and Curlew National Grassland is a complex unit with two Revised Forest Plans (1997 Targhee and 2003 Caribou) and one National Grassland Plan (2002 Curlew).   Travel planning for the entire Forest has been completed and is being implemented.  
We are looking for a highly organized, energetic individual to continue leading a well-established Fisheries Program.  The Fisheries Program consists of a GS-12 Forest Fish Biologist and GS-11 Fish Biologist.  The Forest has renowned sport fisheries for Yellowstone cutthroat on the South Fork of the Snake River and rainbow trout on the Henrys Fork both known for high quality dry fly fishing.  The Forest Fish Program focuses management on three native sensitive species Yellowstone cutthroat, Bonneville cutthroat and Leatherside chub while promoting sport fisheries.  The program relies heavily upon partnerships with the Idaho Fish and Game, Wyoming Game and Fish, and outside organizations, such as Trout Unlimited.
DUTY STATION:  Headquarters Office, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
THE FOREST:  The Caribou-Targhee National Forest encompasses about 3 million acres in southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming.  The Forest stretches in an arc from the Montana state line on the Continental Divide at the north end, along the Idaho –Wyoming state line on the east, to the Utah state line on the south.  The Forest borders both Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks and is actively involved with the Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee.  The Curlew is the only National Grassland in the Intermountain Region.  The Forest has about 200 permanent employees and includes seven Ranger Districts.  Two world famous fly fishing streams (Henrys Fork and South Forks of the Snake River) are located within the Forest, as well as habitat for grizzly bear, lynx, wolverine, sage grouse, big horn sheep and cutthroat trout. Livestock grazing, vegetation management, phosphate mining, new utility corridors and restoration projects provide a variety of resource programs, and challenges.  
THE COMMUNITY:  The Headquarters Office is located in Idaho Falls, Idaho, the State’s third largest city.  As of the 2010 census, the population was 56,813, with a metro population of 130,374.  Sitting astride the Snake River, Idaho Falls serves as a regional hub for shopping, health care, travel and business for eastern Idaho and western Wyoming.  Median home prices range between $120,000 and 160,000.
The city attracts many tourists visiting nearby Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks, Jackson Hole, and the world-class fishing on the Snake River. Due to its proximity to so many outdoor destinations, Idaho Falls was recently named to National Geographic's list of "100 Best Adventure Towns”. Idaho Falls was named by Business Week as one of the 2010 List of "Best Places to Raise Kids". In addition, Forbes.com selected Idaho Falls as one of the "2010 Best Small Places for Business & Careers". Also Money.CNN.com included Idaho Falls as one of their "Top 100 Cities in 2010".  
Founded in the 1860’s as a ferry crossing, the community was called Taylor’s Bridge, then Eagle Rock and finally Idaho Falls – named in 1891 for the 1,500 foot wide cataract on the Snake River which is located within the greenbelt area in the center of town.  The area is served by the Idaho Falls Regional Airport and home to the Chukars minor league baseball team.  Local attractions include the Museum of Idaho, three golf courses, a motorized race track, an aquatic center and the Tautphaus Park Zoo.  The Snake River Greenbelt Park follows the river through downtown Idaho Falls and offers a haven for migrating waterfowl such as the rare trumpeter swan, as well the Saturday farmer’s market, live music and other community events. 

The Snake River provides abundant fishing, the thrill of white water rafting, and leisurely float trips.  Palisades and Ririe Reservoirs are local favorites for boating, fishing and camping. Grand Targhee, Pebble Creek and Kelly Canyon Ski Areas offer some of the finest skiing in the Intermountain West. Our diverse landscape offer abundant motorized and non-motorized recreation opportunities.  Abundant wildlife lures hunters, artists and photographers.  
For additional information call the Eastern Idaho Visitor Information Center at (208) 523-1010 or log on to the web at Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce or Wikipedia.  

CONTACT INFORMATION:  Interested applicants or those desiring further information should contact Robbert Mickelsen at (208) 557-5764 or rmickelsen@fs.fed.us .
Caribou-Targhee National Forest. 1405 Hollipark Drive, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401
