
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
******************************************************

OUTREACH FOR:

Blue Mountain Province Entomologist
GS-0414-11/12 

La Grande, Oregon
*****************************************************

	The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest is seeking candidates for a Blue Mountain Province Entomologist Position.  The incumbent is responsible for providing forest health and entomology program management and oversight throughout the Blue Mountain Province, which includes the Wallowa-Whitman, Umatilla, and Malheur National Forests; the Bureau of Land Management Vale and Burns Districts; and the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation.  The incumbent works directly for the Wallowa-Whitman Natural Resource Staff Officer, but coordinates closely with the Region 6 Forest Health Protection Director.  The position is located in the Insect and Disease Service Center at the Pacific Northwest Forestry and Range Sciences Lab in La Grande, Oregon.  This position requires a great deal of travel throughout the greater Blue Mountain area, and incumbent must be fit for a significant amount of field work, including hiking into wilderness and other relatively remote locations.
If you are interested in being considered for this challenging opportunity, complete the outreach response form below, and send it to kgebhardt@fs.fed.us by close of business September 23, 2013.  For additional information on this position, please contact Ken Gebhardt, Acting Natural Resources Staff, at 541-523-1242 or Lia Spiegel, Entomologist at 541-962-6574.
Position Title:  Blue Mountain Forest Entomologist, GS-0414-11/12
Tour of Duty:  Permanent Full Time




Duty Station:  The duty station is the Insect and Disease Service Center at the Pacific Northwest Forestry and Range Sciences Lab in La Grande, Oregon.  
Description of Position Duties:  

The incumbent provides expert advice on forest health protection relating to entomology throughout Federal lands in eastern Oregon and southeastern Washington.  Forest insects and diseases are two of the main drivers in Blue Mountains forest ecology; therefore, providing detailed knowledge on the microclimates of the Blue Mountains and the associated activity and occurrence of various forest insects is critical to success of forest management in the province.  Incumbent responsibilities include:  1) advising land managers on the adequacy of Forest and District land management plans; 2) training Federal agency, Tribal, and State agency employees in the use of forest pest management/forest health protection principles, theories, and practices in order to encourage sound management of forest resources; and 3) evaluating local forest health projects and programs. In addition, the incumbent:  

· Provides leadership to, and cooperates with, research scientists conducting studies designed to solve resource management issues related to forest health;
· Works with various groups to develop understanding of rationales for forest health proposals, and to facilitate consensus on issues. 
· Develops solutions to complex insect ecology problems. 
· Coordinates closely with other forest health specialists in the Region.
· Develops applications for new forest entomology and forest health information, and alternative solutions to particularly difficult technical problems.

· Reviews, evaluates, adapts, and applies new research findings. 
· Provide guidance on forest management planning, insect training, and risk rating.  


	


THE FORESTS:

The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest is one of the largest forests in Region 6 with four Ranger Districts and one National Recreation Area. The Forest covers more than 2.3 million acres in three states and nine counties.   The Wallowa-Whitman National Forest has a diverse program with high recreation use, several listed species, all or portions of four wilderness areas, grazing, mining, and a large fire program.  The Forest hosts three units comprised of four ranger districts in the communities of La Grande, Enterprise, and Baker City. There are two satellite offices located in Riggins, Idaho and Clarkston, Washington.  The Blue Mountain Interagency Dispatch Center is located in La Grande and is staffed by employees from the Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests and Oregon Department of Forestry.  The Forest Leadership Team is comprised of the four district rangers, the customer services, engineering, natural resources and fire staff, the Deputy Forest Supervisor, and Forest Supervisor. 
The Umatilla National Forest, headquartered in Pendleton, Oregon, consists of four ranger districts covering approximately 1.4 million acres.  The name is taken from the Indian word meaning “water rippling over sand.”  It is located in the beautiful Blue Mountains of northeastern Oregon and southeastern Washington adjacent to the Umatilla Indian Reservation.  The Forest contains a variety of conifers and a few hardwood tree species.  Extensive rangeland is also allotted for cattle and sheep grazing.  Hunting and fishing make up almost 50 percent of the recreation use on the Umatilla.  Camping, picnicking, boating, hiking and riding horseback are also popular.  The Forest has a large concentration of Rocky Mountain Elk.  Mule deer and whitetail deer are also abundant.  The Forest is also home to downhill ski areas and numerous cross country skiing trails.  Snowmobiling is also permitted on the Forest.  Three designated wilderness areas lie within the forest boundaries.

The Malheur National Forest covers 1.7 million acres and is headquartered in John Day, Oregon.  The diverse and beautiful scenery of the forest includes high desert grasslands, sage and juniper, pine, fir and other tree species, and the hidden gems of alpine lakes and meadows.  Elevations vary from about 4000 feet (1200 meters) to the 9038 foot (2754 meters) top of Strawberry Mountain.  The Strawberry Mountain range extends east to west through the center of the Forest.  The Forest straddles two major ecosystems with the Columbia Basin to the north and the Great Basin to the south.  The Forest vegetation ranges from open sage/juniper/grasslands to Ponderosa Pine dominated forests to Douglas fir/Grand fir forests.  The Forest provides the headwaters of the Middle, Main, and South Forks of the John Day River system which provides habitat for the largest remaining wild runs of salmon and steelhead.  Threatened and endangered wildlife species include Chinook salmon, Summer steelhead, bull trout and bald eagles.  The Forest manages two Wildernesses and two Wild and Scenic Rivers as well as lands along a State Scenic Waterway.  The Forest has the second largest grazing program in Region 6 and is the home of an incredibly rich archaeological resource.  This Forest has a high frequency of wildfires in a fire-dominated ecosystem, with a correspondingly large fire and aviation program that includes a rappel base and a single engine air tanker base.  Strategically, the Forest is a leader in the Region for collaborative partnerships.  

THE COMMUNITY OF LA GRANDE:

La Grande, Oregon is a full service community with a population of approximately 13,000.  It offers public and private schools ranging from preschool to Eastern Oregon University.  La Grande is located in the Blue Mountains on the Historic Oregon Trail at 2700 feet.  Located on Interstate 84 La Grande is 3 hours from Boise, Idaho and 2 hours from Pasco, Kenniwick and Richland, Washington.  La Grande has one hospital, numerous doctors, dentists, opticians and chiropractors; and churches of most denominations.  For additional information visit the website listed at the top of this announcement.

Affordable and available house and apartment rentals start at $400.  Prices for homes range from $80,000 - $400,000 within the city or in country settings.

Recreational opportunities include; big and small game hunting, fishing, hiking in the Eagle Cap and Elkhorn mountains, motorized recreation, and proximity to Hell’s Canyon National Recreation Area.  There are also two small developed ski areas, snowmobile and ATV trails, and lakes with boating and waterskiing.

If you are interested in working as an Entomologist in the Blue Mountains of Oregon and Washington, please fill out the attached form and email to:

Ken Gebhardt
Natural Resource Staff Officer
Email: kgebhardt@fs.fed.us

For more information about the position:

Phone number: (541) 523-1242
OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest

GS-414-11/12 Blue Mountain Province Entomologist Position, managed on the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest.
Please Respond, By September 23, 2013, To:

Ken Gebhardt, at Phone:  (541) 523-1242, Email:  kgebhardt@fs.fed.us
Name: _____________________________________

Internet Address: ___________________________________

Telephone Number: _____________________________________

Are you currently a Federal Employee?   Yes ____   No_____   

       If yes, name of Agency _________________________________________________________


Current Duty Location:___________________________________________________________

Current Position (title/series/grade):________________________________________________


Current type of appointment:  Permanent_________    Temporary_________

       If no, Current Position: _____________________________________

Current Location: ____________________________________________

Name of Current Employer______________________________________

Eligible for Other Hiring Authority (check one), such as:

30% Disabled Vet _____

Reinstatement Eligible ________
Peace Corps ______

Handicap Authority ______

Other (describe) ____________

Thank you for your interest in our vacancy!

