Content Area Literacy

MIT 2012- 2014 – Winter Quarter Year One

Through our work this quarter, you will learn to anticipate and structure relevant ways to help students make meaning from text.  To do this kind of scaffolding well, you will need to integrate and use information about  (i) the reader, (ii) the text, and (iii) the reading context.
Learning Targets
Knowledge

· define and describe the role of metacognition in the reading/learning process.
· describe the reading process 
· describe the 4 cueing systems and their relationship to the reading process.

· identify specific teaching strategies to engage students in each step of the reading process.
Skills

· effectively conduct the Burke Reading Inventory as a reading diagnostic tool.
Reasoning

· Use 3 types of assessment criteria to make informed decisions about which pre-, guided and post reading strategies to use.

· analyze readers' responses to the Burke Reading Inventory and apply appropriate teaching strategies. 

· analyze textbook materials for Academic English and suggest appropriate support strategies for comprehension.

Assignments (please read handouts with specific directions)
Reading Notes (due each week)
Each week you will have a reading preparation that involves using a specific reading and/or note taking strategy for the assigned reading.  See moodle for weekly directions.
Burke Reading Analysis of 3 readers (due week2, 3, 8 & revisions along the way) 
The Burke Reading Inventory is a tool for finding out a person’s perceptions of and strategies for reading.   For this set of assignments you will learn how to complete (i) the Burke reading inventory on 3 students, (ii) write up summaries and analyses of reading issues for each student; and (iii) identify specific strategies that will support the particular reading needs of these readers.   You will video at least one of these interviews.   I will ask you to revise/redo as needed to refine your skills in this area.
Text book analysis   (due week  4 & with each strategy adaptation)
The purpose of this set of assignments is to help you learn how to (i) analyze and evaluate the readability of a text;   (ii) to articulate how differing text structures influence comprehension and instructional practice; and (iii)  to provide instructional support for Academic English.  For the first part of this project you will need to locate 3 texts (a fiction text, non-fiction text & text book) all addressing the same subject.   Please work with a partner in your content area.
Strategy Adaptations  (due weeks 7, 8 & 9)
Starting week 7 you will adapt a set of strategies for a particular text.  Each week you will you select a text, for which you will do a text analysis.   You will then adapt 2-3 appropriate reading strategies from McKenna.  You will then teach a 15 minute mini lesson using one of the strategies with that text   
Summative assessments
Resource Notebook (due week 10)
Assemble a resource notebook with sections for work you completed that includes: (i) reading notes; (ii) strategy adaptations; and (iii) personal applications (Burke, Text book analyses, & Matrix).   

For this notebook include a final reflection: First revisit your pre-assessment responses and using a different colored pen, indicate where, if anywhere, your answers have changed.  Notice what changed in your repeated efforts for different assignments.   Then address the following four topics:  (i) Things I learned that I had never considered before; (ii) Things I got more knowledgeable of or better at doing; (iii) Things I know still need work on; and (iv)  My plans for further study. 
Internalization exercise (week 10) 
For this summative assessment you will demonstrate your current understanding of the reading process, the cuing systems and metacognition.  You will demonstrate your ability (i) to analyze a readers’s strengths and needs from a sample Burke Reading inventory; and (ii) to analyze text for readability in order to (iii) identify appropriate instructional strategies for reading.

	WEEK
	Wednesdays 5-7pm
	Assignments DUE

	WEEK1 

1/9/13
	Introduction & Overview
· What are some different beliefs how reading is supported through instruction and instructional  tools
· Finding out how people read (Burke Reading Inventory)

· Assign homework
 

	WEEK2 

1/16/13


	What is Content Literacy? 
· Current Reading Theory (Schema Theory, Comprehension)
· Examine Burke narratives for evidence of the different cuing systems at work.


Homework due

read: (all on moodle)

· Gilles Chap 1, 2, 3 

· NCTE What do we know and how we know it

· NCTE Call to Action 


task

· Reading Notes for all 3 (see moodle)
· Matrix
· Hand  in Burke Reader #1 interview & analysis


	WEEK3 

1/23/13


	Text Structures, Inconsiderate Texts, Readability 
· Intro to text structures

· use & compare Cloze & Raygor as tools for determining text difficulty.
Homework due


read: 

· McKenna&Robinson Ch1,2,3 

· Beck et al. (moodle)
· Text comparison assignment.   

task

· Reading Notes (see moodle)
· Find and bring two of the following kinds of books (1) a textbook, 2) a non-fiction tradebook, 3) a narrative fiction book   Both books should address the same content.  
· Hand in Burke Reader #2 interview & analysis



	WEEK4 

1/30/13


	Academic Language for English Language Learners and Struggling Readers 

· Identify where abstractions occur in texts and how to adapt/take it out
· Consider implications for written and oral communication

Homework due


read: 

· Hadaway & Young, (moodle)
· Freeman & Freeman Chap 1, 2, 3, 4

task

· Reading Notes (see moodle)
· Text analysis part 1:  Readability analysis & implications for teaching

	WEEK5 

2/06/13
	 MICRO TEACHING



	WEEK6 

2/13/13
	Strategy Adaptation #1:    Academic Language for English Language Learners and Struggling Readers

  Homework due


read: 

· Freeman & Freeman Ch 5-7

task

· Reading Notes (see moodle) 


	WEEK7 
2/20/13

	Strategy Adaptation #2:   Pre-Reading Strategies, Vocabulary/ Graphic Organizer Strategies 

.

Homework due


read: 

· McKenna&Robinson Ch 5, 6 

task

· Reading Notes (see moodle
· 3 Strategy Adaptations : Pre-read, Vocab, Graphic Organ, 

· Be ready to teach ONE strategy in class

 

	WEEK8 

2/27/13
	Strategy Adaptation #3:  Guided and Oral Reading Strategies 
Homework due


read: 

McKenna&Robinson Ch 7, 8, 9 
task

· Reading Notes (see moodle)
· Strategy Adaptation DRA and DRTA. Be ready to teach ONE strategy in class 
· Hand in Burke Video & Peer and Self Assessment 



	WEEK9 

3/05/13
	Strategy Adaptation #4:   Post Reading Strategies, 
-Study Skills/Notetaking Strategies
Homework due


read: 

McKenna&Robinson Ch 10,11,12, 13
task

· Reading Notes (see moodle)  Strategy Adaptation-Discussion Strategy Adaptation Note taking.  Be ready to teach ONE strategy in class 


	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 WEEK10 

3/12/13
	Putting it all together -- final internalization check
Homework due


review: 

· Reading Strategies, Burke 

· Study Guide

due: Notebook with revisions  
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