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Making Science Rock, Roll and Swing From the Treetops

By CARDL KAESLUK Y0:0N

Ever since sciepce became a
world apart from the ars and cul-
turé and dadly life, and there were no
maore da Vincis painting a Mona Lisa
ane day and carrying out a sebentific
expariment the next, there have been
Felentists tryling to bridge thelr isola-
tion from the rest of the world.

Sach afforts to reach the masses —
and to be understood and appreciat-
ed hy A finkcky publiz — have includ-
ed Carl Sagan's search for intelligent
life among the stars, Stephen Jay
Gould's essays and the quirkler, if
short-lived, offerings like the Stud-
muifing of Science calendars.

But now comes what may b scl-
ence’s blondest and most curvaceous
attempt yet to reach the public, the
Treatop Hartde. Outfitted with a
gafety helmet, crosshow lor shooting
ropes up into trees, ficld notebook
and measuring tape, this Barbie, still
a concept doll, does not warry about
how hard math ks or where Ken has
gone. She is ready to swing from the
trectops and take reams of data
while she's at it.

Mot sold by Matiel (at least not
yer), Trettop Barbie is the brainchild
of Dr. Malinl Madkarnl, a highly re-
spected trestop or canopy ecologist
ar the Evergreen State College in
‘Washington. As a Guggenhaim fellow
last year, Dr. Nadkarni bas taken it
upeon herself wo find every woy possi-
bie to cormect trees, forests and their
science to an often apathetic poblie.

%0 she has irvented a line of botan-
ically correct clothing whose textiles
lpok like actual species of mosses
and liverworts. (" People say, 'Wow!
Thit looks great!’ " she said of the
chhes, which do in fact look better
than they sourd.} She hos developed
skaebonrds whose wooden (0ps bear
canopy logos and baseball cards

showing plavers saying things like
“Without trees, 1'd be batting zere.”
And she i% teaching prisonmers how to
rolse vohlinble forest mosses. (' They
have a kot of time on their hands, and
you don't need sharp toals.'")
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Dr. Mmdkerni may be indulged
such way-puireach because she s
such a well-known and respected sci-
ertist, with plenty of grants and pub-
lications to her nare, But she sald
she fell she was putting all at risk

W 'l|1.1|'|'.'|'i|-1| |
Td 'n-.t'n-.'t'l_w.-;: L

Treetop Barbie stands on a ledge
20 feet from her inventor, D, Ma-
lini Nadkarni, an ecologist at Ev-
ErEresn State {'.nllrgt_ She alzo
created the bassball cards that
embrace woad and farests.

when she dechded to share these of-
forts, mot with the public, but at the
sacred altar of a seientific mesting.

“1 thought, "O.E., here gpoes my
reputation,” * said Dr. Madkarni, re-
counting how during her keynote ad-
dress at an international mesting of
tropécal biologists she presented ose
of her students, George Brady, who
performed an original canopy rap
S0Ng,

“'He came sut with this handbker-
chief om his head and the drumbeat in
the back.'” she said. *He was saying,
‘T'd never chop it down, [ want (o be a
hermit, 1 never want to born b
Everybody's jaws just dropped.”'

But as often happeas, Dr. Nad-
Karnd said, sl founsd e receplion
pasitive. She has had her greatest
cifect, she added, speaking ot ploces
of worship,

“1 tell peaple I've been reading
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ehout trees In your religion,”” she
said, descriving hersel] as hali-Hin-
du and  half-JTewish.
“There are 328 refer-

esls in the O1d Testa-
ment. There it {5, T tell
2| people. | guess you bat-
a | ter start thinking about
conservation. I'm not a
| Buddhist, but being si-
| lent and gittng — who
does that better than
irees?”
| Manufacturers  who
have been offered- her
toys  and
ideas have been less en-
thusiastic. But while Tree-
wp Barbie languishes, Dr. Madkami
prosses on.

She recently received a Matlonal
Ecience Foundation grant o dévelop
o program to help other scientists
become “résearch ambassadors."”

“My dream is to have an entire
program to do a kind of makeowver,
he way you put yoursed in the handa
of a hairdresser and nail persoa,”
she gaid of the team that so far
consists of hersell and an assistant.
“But this would be an academic
makeover. Our SWAT team would
come to a scientist, case out what
your di, help you ransiae your work
elficiently 1o nonscientists and give
you m Hst of contacts ard off you go.”

Her first two volunteers are a sci-
entist who studiss woeod anstomy,
whom she will send all o talk o
woodcarvers, and a sclentist who
studies rodent. behavior, whom she
will be gearing wp 1o talk 1o fapcy
mouse and rat broeeding enthusinsts,

““Ten or 15 years age, people were
saying this is o big fat wasta of
time,” Dr. Nadkarni said. “1 think
thi elimate i3 changing. [ think it's a
time to really encourage scientists to
step out."”
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